ON THE CUSP OF MODERNITY:
Archaeological Travels in the Ottoman Lands
through the Lens of John Henry Haynes
Background

John Henry Haynes' travels through the Ottoman Empire in 1884-1885
provide insight into the pre-modern Ottoman Empire during an era of
great archaeological discoveries. His first trip was with John S. Sterrett,
who was on a journey to record epigraphic inscriptions around Anatolia.
During the second trip, Haynes was part of the Wolfe Expedition, which
aimed to discover archaeological sites in Mesopotamia. His early
photographs and travel journals provide information both on the logistics
of travel for western archaeologists and on their perceptions of the east.

Archaeological Photography

During these travels, Haynes’ main objective was to photograph ancient
sites. His mission was often foiled, however, by the conflict between the
devices of modernity and the logistics of an era that did not include
modern amenities. For example, Haynes was highly dependent on pack
animals to carry fragile photographic plates: “The account given was
that the horse, which was perhaps the steadiest, stumbled, his pack
shifted, his saddle turned, he became frightened and began kicking. His
load happened to be the two boxes containing plates. They were
thrown, one rolling one way and the other going the other way and
certainly the boxes showed hard usage." June 24, 1884. We also see the
emergence of modern techniques, such as photogrammetry, in Haynes'
journals.

Arabs and Their Huts. Photograph by Haynes.

A Khan in Central Anatolia. Photograph by Haynes.

Midas City. Photograph by Haynes.

Travel Logistics

Traveling on Horseback. Photograph by Haynes.
“Breakfast was ready at five or earlier... We left at 7.27
traveled until 5.30 pm having stopped 33 minutes for
lunch...distance 11 hours. A hard day both for men and
animals!” Thursday Nov 27, 1884

Sleeping arrangements. Photograph by Haynes.
"We lay down to sleep near a company of four Turks, who
perhaps had slept half the day, it being the first of
Ramazan and were inclined to spend the night in a
revelry of talking and playing games. Sterett whose head
was near them was disturbed too much to sleep and
asked them to stop...After a while they broke out again.
Sterrett insisted on their keeping the peace. They insisted
on talking. S. seized his whip and threatened to use
it....when they broke out, the whip was applied with force
at least twice.” The next day, Haynes notes: “This morning
Dr S. ...tries to do some missionary labor perhaps to
remove the curse of last night's performance."
June 25, 1884

Haynes undertook both of his trips mainly
using pack animals and horses because other
means of transportation had not yet reached
the interior of the Ottoman Lands. As Haynes
recorded in his journals, this method of travel
was exhausting.
Another challenging aspect of travel was
finding a place to stay on a daily basis. When
possible, the travelers lodged with other
Christians. If this was not feasible, they were
forced to contend with whatever they found.
On occasion this struggle was too much for
their nerves. In his journal, Haynes compares
their accommodation problem to the
Ottoman Empire itself:

Photograph of Eflatun Pinar by Haynes:
“According to our prearranged plans we set off for
Eflatoun Bourar (Pinar) and in the space of one hour
reached it...By the very water's edge stands a most
peculiar structure of rough stone ... Neither of us
measured the other stones though, we are unable to
account for such oversight and feel deeply chagrined
over it and promise ourselves not to repeat the
mistake...However, we have the exact measurement of
the length of the second stone from the top at the left of
the picture. We can measure the height of the picture
and by comparing it with the length compute the actual
height within two or three inches."

Neo-Hittite Reliefs from Zincirli. Photograph by Haynes.

Haynes' Journal.
The archaeological explorations, such as the Wolfe
Expedition, required extensive sums of money. The Wolfe
Expedition was made possible by a $5,000 donation from
Catharine Lorillard Wolfe and an additional $500 donation
for photographic equipment. The accounts on the back
of John Henry Haynes' Journal from October 30, 1884
onward, recount the money spent during their journey. The
banks in the interior were limited, requiring the travelers to
carry large sums of money with them.
"Altogether it is an unsafe region of country. He traveled
alone with Mustapha, carried about $1,000 in gold upon
his person, and he is overdue in Sparta by at least six
weeks. Putting together these things, we must confess the
probabilities are all on the wrong side and that some
unknown disaster has met our companion."
Letter from Haynes to Dr. Ward.

“We have just arrived from Arabla, an inhospitable little Turkish
village...We are at a Khan with a dark court, broad corridors and
altogether rather uninviting at first appearance, but greatly improves on
further acquaintance quite in contrast to so many things pertaining to
this empire that glitters in the distance: but disappoints and disgust upon
inspection.” September 12, 1884.
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